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Abstract

This research is intended to study the architecture of seven governors
palaces belonging to Pattani,YaringNongjik, Reman, YalaRa-ngae and Saiburi
govemnors. The palaces’ geographical locationd architectral designs and
structures’ and use of space and decorative styles have been investigated in
relation to the history of these seven towns' governmental systam. This study is a
qualitative research performed via documentary research, field research, interview
and photographs.-

The findings show that the geographical locations of the governors'
palaces are varied. They are in the community, quite far from the community, .or
in the rwral area far from the community. The palace’s territory used to be
gpacious but has heen divided for other purposes to the current size. The
deteriorated and untended palaces now are Raman, Yala, Ra-ngae and Nongjik
palaces, while Yaring palace anEI Saiburi palace has been maintained very well.
Pattani palace was completely demolished end a new house was built at the
same site.

The designs and structures of these seven palaces are also varied. The
muslim architectural style can be seen at Pattani Raman and Yala palaces, while
the Furopean, Indonesian, Trengganu architectural influences can be seen at
Yaring, Saiburi, and Ra-ngae palaces, respectively. Nongjik palace has been
infienced by the style of the govermmmental offices during the meign of
King Rama V. The architects were mostly local or from China, Trengganu and



Indonesia. As for structural styles, some palaces are one-storey with low closed
gpace or high open space underneath, some are two-storey with brick first floor
and wooden second floor, and some are one-storey and iwo-storey wooden
palaces.

As for gpace design, since the palace was ugsed for both residential and
administrative purposes, a vast front quarter was designed for the administrative
office. Behind it there were several rooms and a hallway leading to other parts of
the building. If the governor had many relatives and servants, he airanged for
them to stay in separate houses in the compound. The kitchen was in a separate
building. For every building in the compound, there was a well inside or outside.

Each palace was decorated differently. The decorative materials were
carved wood planks or base molding, carved metals and cast iron work. The
design used most was the floral design. In Ra-ngae palace, the designs used
were floral, Arabic calligraphy, and geometrical designs. There were other
designs at the lower parts of the building, for example, at the bottom part of the
outside wall, inside wall, door and window frames and panes, vauitage, lay light,
ventilation, eaves and batten ridge.

In the governmental system, a cause of the division of Paftani into seven
towns: Pattani, Yaring, Nongjik, Raman, Yala, Ra-ngae and Saiburi, was four
wars and insurgencies against Siam during the reigns of King Rama I-IV.
King Rama II first appointed a govermnor to each town. Later, King Rama V
repealed  this governmental systern and combined these 7 towns into
one province sffiliated to Nakhon Si Thammarat County. During the reign of
King Rama VI, Pattani County was established with 4 affiliated towns: Patiani,
Yala, Saiburi and Narathiwat, and later to change in to three provinces : Pattani,

Yala, and Narathiwat until at present.



