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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the opinions of graduate students
of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Prince of Songkla University,
regarding the problems in conducting their thesis, and to compare the difference in
their attitudes towards the problems by using background such as marital status,
working experience, research background knowledge, ages, and fields of study. The
sample consisted of 81 graduate students who registered in the course thesis in the
academic year 2006 and those who had completed their study in the academic year
2002-2005. The researcher used a questionnaire to collect data. The survey data was
analyzed using frequencies, percentage, means, and standard deviation. T-test and
F-test were performed to test the hypothesis. The results of the study were as follows:

1. Graduate students had their opinions on the five problems in writing their
thesis at medium level (X = 2.67). The ordering of the problems was 1) graduate
students’ academic competence and performance (X = 3.02) 2) the university’s
academic service (X=2.72) 3) curriculum and teaching methods (X=2.63)

4) student’s characteristics and readiness (X=2.51) and 5) thesis advisors’ traits
(X=2.47).

As for graduate students’ suggestions, the results were as follows: 1) John F.

Kennedy library should provide more up-to-date research and thesis in various fields;

2) teachers should offer students opportunity to take part in their research while

they are taking their graduate courses in order to gain direct experience before
writing theirs;  3) students should complete their thesis before going back to their
regular work to avoid distraction and discontinuity in thesis writing; and 4) in some
fields of study, graduate courses relating to research methodology and statistics

should be provided in the curriculum to help students prepare themselves for their

thesis writing.

2. Regarding the comparison of graduate students’ opinions on problems
occurring while doing their thesis, it is found that students with different marital
status, working experiences, research background knowledge, ages and fields of study

showed no different attitudes towards the problems.
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