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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to investigate the economic activities, income
structure, expenditure structure and debt structure of household economy, the
relationship between the southern unrest situation and the changes in directions and
levels of economic variables as well as the difficulties in operating household economic
activities. The data were collected from 408 households applying Multi-Stage Sampling
Method. ANOVA, Chi-square, Cramer’s V coefficient and Fisher’s Least Significant

Difference Test were used to analyze the data.

The results indicate that most of the households gained their income from wage
and salary. In contrast, they spent most of their income on food and beverage. The
average monthly income of the samples, 12,480.6 baht, is slightly higher than their
expenditure, 12,087.2 baht. 120,156.1 baht is the debt borrowed from organized sources,
including commercial banks, Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and
Government Savings Bank of each household respectively, while 14,596 baht is the debt
financed from unorganized sources. Most of the debt is spent on household
consumption, educational support for family members, and agriculture and fishery

investment, respectively.

The southern unrest situation is related to the directions of the decrease in
productivity and average income and the increase in household debt at a significant level
of 0.05 which equals 17.0%, 11.9% and 13.6% respectively under Cramer’s V
Coefficient consideration. 60.3, 51.3 and 45.2 are the percentage of the relation between
the crisis situation and the levels of the decrease in productivity and average income and
the increase in debt respectively. On the other hand, there is no correlation between

saving and the crisis situation.



Household economic activity operation has high level of difficulties generally.
The highest level of difficulty goes on the exchanging activity. Fisher’s Least Significant
Difference test on area and level of difficulties in economic activity operation discovers
that expensive goods, insufficient income and capital investment, higher cost of
transportation and insufficient markets show differences at a significant level of 0.05.
The areas which repeatedly encounter the crisis have higher levels of difficulties than

other areas.

According to the research, the government should provide more channels in
raising the income by offering part-time jobs, combining agriculture and fishery
occupations, organizing special social welfare for households affected by the crisis,
supporting investment in Halal food, establishing coordination center with domestic and
international investors to enlarge local people employment and expand other businesses
as well as increasing roles of governmental financial institutions, cooperatives and
village funds so as to support need for capital investment and restructure household’s

debt from unorganized sources.





